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Case Briefing Template
[bookmark: _GoBack]CIRCLE YOUR SIDE: (PROSECUTION/US ARMY or DEFENSE/LT. CALLEY/ CP Medina/Sergeant)
Directions: Fill in the boxes on the right. Answers do not have to be in complete sentences.
	Paragraph 1:
· Write the who, what when, and where of the case.



· What led to the My Lai trial (structure in a way that supports your side)?




· Thesis  The reason why the court should rule in your favor of your side.




	

















	Paragraph 2:
· What is the first legal issue?




· How can this be structured to support your side?




· Whose testimony can you use to support you side with regard to the law?




	













	Paragraph 2:
· What is the second legal issue?




· How can this be structured to support your side?




· Whose testimony can you use to support you side with regard to the law?




	














	Paragraph 4:
· What are the strongest reasons that the court should rule in your favor?





· Why should the court not rule in favor of the opposing side?








	




Case Briefing Template
In March 1968, _________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________. 
As a result, ___________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________.
The two perspectives of the trial are from the Army that says ___________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
and the defense that argues _______________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________.
The Defendants (are / are not) guilty because ________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________.
	In order to be guilty, the defendants would have had to ______________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
and they (did / did not) do this. They (disobeyed / obeyed) the law to _______________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________. 
While in Pinkville,” the defendants___________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
 according to _________________________________________________________________________. 
This (should not have / needed to) occur because ____________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________.
	Furthermore, the defendants (are / are not) because __________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________. 
The law states ________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________. 
The defendants (did / did not) violate this law because _____________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________.
	In closing, _____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________. 
Looking at both main legal issues in the case, the defendants (are / are not) guilty because ___________________
____________________________________________________________________________________. 
Ruling in the favor of the (prosecution / defense) would not be the precedent the Court want to set because _____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________. 
Therefore, the Court should rule in favor of the (prosecution / defense).
